
DRIVING GROWTH AND PRODUCTIVITY IN THE LIVESTOCK SUB-SECTOR IN AN EQUITABLE AND 

SUSTAINABLE MANNER 

OVERVIEW AND CURRENT SITUATION 

There is an increasing demand for animal sourced food products arising from the rapidly growing 

population and urbanization in Nigeria. By 2030, the country’s population is expected to increase 

by about 30%. 2030 is just 8 years away! This calls for an improvement in production efficiency and 

increased investments. The different categories of livestock animals produced for food includes: 

• Poultry birds - Chicken, turkey, quail, and duck 

• Large ruminants - Beef & dairy cattle and camel 

• Small ruminants - Goats and sheep 

• Pseudo ruminants - Pigs and rabbit  

• Fish 

• Other micro livestock – snail etc. 

The most reared livestock include poultry, cattle, sheep, goat, and pigs. According to Federal 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (FMARD, 2017), Nigeria produced 180 million 

poultry birds, 76 million goats, 43.4 million sheep, 18.4 million cattle and 7.5 million pigs. Yet, the 

demand of its population remains unmet.  

KEY CHALLENGES 

Several challenges across the value chain have continued to limit the potentials of the livestock 

subsector. These include: 

1. Limited access to and/or high cost of feed, 

2. Climate change, 

3. High cost of capital requirement,  

4. Limited access to skilled personnel - including extension workers, veterinary doctors, 

breeding technicians and animal husbandry workers,  

5. Reduced marketable outputs,  

6. Low product quality,  

7. Wasted raw products due to poor cold chain infrastructure and inefficient logistics,  

8. High costs associated with disease prevention and control (including zoonosis) as well as 

limited access to drugs and vaccines, 

9. Low investments in production, processing, and packaging, 

10. Limited livestock focused policies that drive growth and development 

The Nigerian Livestock sub sector has a significant potential to contribute to the nation’s economy 

and attaining food security if the different stakeholders develop strategic and sustainable models 

for increasing production efficiencies and driving development. 


